Dear Veterinarian:
The White Shepherd Genetics Project was established in 1999 to educate owners, breeders, and admirers of the White Shepherd/White German Shepherd Dog/Berger Blanc Suisse on genetic issues affecting the breed, and to improve upon the health of our breed.

We have established an Open Registry that allows owners to enter data on the health and genetic traits of their animals, so that breeders can have as much data as possible to avoid propagating these diseases.

To that end, we need to know as much as possible about conditions affecting your client’s animal that you can identify during necropsy.  The following is a list of diseases/conditions that we know to be inherited in our breed.  We need your help in identifying if your client’s animal had any of these conditions, and as many details as you can identify for us.

Is there any evidence of:
· Cancer in any organs?  Where & what kind?

If Hemangiosarcoma, what organs are affected?

· Elbow dysplasia?  Please detail the condition of the elbows and ulna.

· Hip dysplasia?  DJD?

· Stifle/ACL/patella problems?  DJD?

· Spinal problems?  Intervertebral Disc Disease/ Degenerative Myelopathy/ Lumbosacral Stenosis/ Spondylosis?  

· Heart defects?  Dilated cardiomyopathy?

· Inflammatory Bowel Disease?

· Pancreatic acinar atrophy?

· Perianal Fistulas?
· Any other abnormalities?

In White Shepherds we are having difficulty distinguishing between several spinal diseases, which all cause rear limb weakness, instability, and eventually in many cases total loss of function.  In particular, lumbosacral stenosis, and intervertebral disc disease have been diagnosed in our breed.  Degenerative myelopathy is prevalent in the GSD, but has only been conclusively diagnosed in the WS secondary to IDD.  
All three disorders have been diagnosed clinically in the same pedigrees of dogs, causing confusion about how to properly identify and control these disorders in the breed.  We need to have the spine examined at necropsy, and have tissues sent for histopathology in order to distinguish between these disorders.

In addition to your standard close examination of all organs, if the dog presented with any back or rear end difficulties, we request:  

· A complete examination of the spinal column, to determine if stenotic areas are present in the spinal canal, particularly in the lumbosacral areas.
· Multiple sections of the spinal cord and brain to determine whether the lesions of inherited degenerative myelopathy are present.  

We ask you to detail any diagnosed conditions in the conclusion of your report.  To ensure accuracy, we require that a veterinarian diagnose all conditions (or lack thereof) before they can be included in our Open Registry.  We recognize that these are extensive and unusual requests, and we greatly appreciate your assistance in helping us to breed healthier dogs.

Also attached is a check-list of diseases reported in our breed.  I will use this sheet as my guide to know what to add to our database.  Please return this completed check-list with your necropsy report.  The second column “Secondary Diseases” is simply to clarify that the condition is “secondary” to one of the genetic diseases in our breed.
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